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TAGS: EAIR, MZ, PO 

SUB J : GOP ANNOUNCES SUSPENSION OF COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS 
TO MOZAMBIQUE 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. FOREIGN MINISTRY ISSUED ANNOUNCEMENT 
JANUARY 13 STATING THAT, EFFECTIVE JANUARY 14, 1976, GOP WAS 
SUSPENDING DIRECT COMMERCIAL FLIGHTS OF PORTUGUESE NATIONAL 
AIRLINE (TAP) TO MOZAMBIQUE. DECISION TO SUSPEND FLIGHTS RE- 
PORTEDLY TAKEN WHEN GOP-GOM BILATERAL CIVIL AVIATION NEGOTIATIONS 
FAILED REACH AGREEMENT ON TERMINAL POINT FOR TAP FLIGHTS. GOM 
ALLEGEDLY INSISTING THAT TERMINAL POINT BE BEIRA RATHER THAN 
LOURENCO MARQUES, WHICH GOP FIRMLY REJECTED FOR ECONOMIC AND 
OTHER REASONS. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 

2. COMMENT: TAP ASSERTS IT HAS RECEIVED NO OFFICIAL INSTRUCTION 
FROM GOP TO TERMINATE ITS FLIGHTS TO MOZAMBIQUE. ITS ONLY 
KNOWLEDGE OF THIS AFFAIR, IT CLAIMS, WAS PUBLICATION OF 
ANNOUNCEMENT IN THIS MORNING'S PRESS. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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3. RECENT PRESS ARTICLES HAVE HIGHLIGHTED POOR TREATMENT 
PORTUGUESE CITIZENS RECEIVING IN MOZAMBIQUE. DISPUTE OVER CIVIL 
AVIATION IS ANOTHER INDICATION OF INCREASING DIFFERENCES BETWEEN 
GOM AND GOP. OTHER CONTENTIOUS ISSUES, SUCH AS AMOUNT AND TYPE 
OF FOREIGN EXCHANGE RESERVES GOP WILL GIVE GOM TO SETTLE DE- 
COLONIZATION OBLIGATIONS, ARE LIKELY TO AGGRAVATE FURTHER THEIR 
BILATERAL RELATIONS. 
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